
 
 

 

 

A Conference on  
“Scientific Frontiers: Serving the Peripheries in Times of Change” 

25 September 2015, 8:30 AM 

Fr. Francis J. Heyden, SJ Hall, Manila Observatory 

Ateneo de Manila Campus, Loyola Heights, Quezon City 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

 

8:30 – 9:00 

 

Registration 

 

 

9:00 – 9:10 

 

 

 

9:10 – 9:20  

 

 

 

9:20 – 9:30 

 

 

9:30 – 10:00 

 

 

 

 

10:00 – 10:15 

 

Welcome Remarks 

 

 

 

Opening Remarks 

 

 

 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker 

 

 

Keynote Address 

 

 

 

 

Group Photo 

 

 

Fr. Jose Ramon T. Villarin, SJ 

President 

Ateneo de Manila University 

 

Ma. Antonia Yulo Loyzaga 

Executive Director 

Manila Observatory 

 

Fr. Daniel J. McNamara, SJ 

Program Adviser, Upper Atmosphere Dynamics 

 

Fr. Agustin Udias, SJ 

Catedra de Geofisica 

Faculty of Physical Science 

Universidad Complutense 

Madrid 

 

 

    10:15 – 10:30       COFFEE BREAK 
 

 

10:30 – 11:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00 – 11:15 

 

 

 

SESSION 1.  “Pressing Issues on Climate 

Change and Disaster Risks and their 

Implications on Sustainable Development in 

Southeast Asia” 

 

  

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

PRESENTER:  

Fredolin Tangang, PhD 

Coordinator, SEACLID/CORDEX Southeast Asia 

Professor, School of Environmental and Natural 

Resource Sciences 

The National University of Malaysia 

 

MODERATOR: 

Gemma Teresa T. Narisma, PhD 

Associate Director for Research 

Program Manager, Regional Climate Systems 

 

 

11:15 – 11:45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:45 – 12:00 

 

 

 

SESSION 2.  “Existing and Emerging 

Atmospheric Measurement Systems for 

Understanding Air Quality in Mega Manila” 

 

 

 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

PRESENTER: 

George Mount, PhD 

Professor Emeritus 

Laboratory for Atmospheric Research 

Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering, Washington State University 

 

MODERATOR: 

James Bernard B. Simpas, PhD 

Program Manager, Air Quality Dynamics 

 



 

     12:15 – 1:15        LUNCH 
 

 

1:15 – 1:45 

 

 

 

 

1:45 – 2:00 

 

SESSION 3. “RS-GIS, Aerospace Initiatives:  

Strategies in Responding to Disaster Risk” 

 

 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

PRESENTER:   

Mr. Masanobu Tsuji 

Director, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

(JAXA), Bangkok Office 

 

MODERATOR: 

May Celine Thelma M. Vicente, PhD 

Program Manager, Geomatics for Environment and 

Development 

 

 

2:00 – 2:30 

 

 

 

 

 

2:30 – 2:45 

 

 

SESSION 4. “MAGDAS Network, Space 

Weather, and Geomagnetic Storms ” 

 

 

 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

PRESENTER: 

Akimasa Yoshikawa, PhD 

Principal Investigator, MAGDAS Project 

International Center for Space Weather Science  

and Education, Kyushu University 

 

MODERATOR: 

Quirino M. Sugon Jr. PhD 

Program Manager, Upper Atmosphere Dynamics 

 

 

2:45 – 3:15 

 

 

 

 

 

3:15 – 3:30 

 

SESSION 5.  “SCINDA Network and GNSS 

for Equatorial Ionospheric Research” 

 

 

 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 

PRESENTER: 

Keith Groves, PhD 

Senior Research Physicist 

Institute for Scientific Research 

Boston College 

 

MODERATOR: 

Quirino M. Sugon, Jr., PhD 

Program Manager, Upper Atmosphere Dynamics 

 
      

       3:30 – 3:45          COFFEE BREAK 

 

 

3:45 – 4:15 

 

 

 

 

4:15 – 4:30 

 

 

 

SESSION 6.  “State of Earthquake Science in 

the Philippines and the West Valley Fault 

System”  

 

  

OPEN FORUM 

 

PRESENTER: 

Renato U. Solidum, PhD (TBC) 

Director, Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 

Seismology 

 

MODERATOR: 

Engr. Randell G. Teodoro 

Project Team Leader 

Focal Mechanism Research Project 

 

 

4:30 – 4:50 

 

 

 

 

4:50 – 5:00 

 

 

The Science Agenda of the Observatory  

 

 

 

 

Closing Remarks 

 

 

Gemma Teresa T. Narisma, PhD 

Associate Director for Research 

Program Manager, Regional Climate 

Systems 

 

Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga 

Executive Director 

Manila Observatory 

 

 


